
Full STEAM Ahead

Shift instruction, 
empower students 

and transform 
your music classroom
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Glass Xylophone
DIY Diaphragm 
How to Make a Thumb Piano 
PVC Pipe Xylophone 
DIY Rainstick 
Shadow/Sock Puppets
Splinter Shaker

Non Tech Activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIO-JhMvu6M&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oMFAMqSlq4&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fECy_eZPM9o
https://lovelyindeed.com/how-to-make-a-xylophone/
https://theimaginationtree.com/diy-rain-stick/


1.  Find a box that's just the right size.

2.  Measure the sides of the box, mark the measurements on the foam and cut. 

3.  Staple the foam inside the box.

4.  Duct tape the sides together once all of the foam is stapled inside the box. 

5.  Duct tape the fabric around the box.  Leave a little bit of fabric over the edges for a  

nice finish.  

6.  Fold the fabric over the front edges onto the foam and staple. 

7.  Cut a small hole on the side of the box for cords.

8.  Put together the DIY light box LED sign.  It needs AA batteries.  The box comes with 

letters so you can design the perfect message for your recording studio.

9.  Supply your recording studio with a microphone, headphones, speakers, laptop, etc.

Recording Studio



Collapsable 5x7 backdrop - It is easy to hold or hang on the wall but a little small.

Green Screen 8.5x10 with stand - It has a stand so it doesn't require wall space.

Green Screen fabric 10x20 - This one is great if you want full-body shots.

Green Table Cloth - It's cheap and works great!

Disposable tablecloths - The shine from lights can be an issue, but this is a very 
cost-effective option.

Green construction paper - Yes it works! Set a toy in front of a green piece of paper.

How to Make a Green Screen Blog Post by PonderingsFromaFinch.com

Express yourself! 

https://www.amazon.com/Fancierstudio-Collapsible-Reversible-Background-Chroma-Key/dp/B00JSAOGWG/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=green+screen+5x7&qid=1624050199&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Backdrop-Photography-Background-Support-Chromakey/dp/B075VM4Y9W/ref=sxin_9_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?cv_ct_cx=green+screen+stand&dchild=1&keywords=green+screen+stand&pd_rd_i=B075VM4Y9W&pd_rd_r=dbcd4e3b-bb36-4c23-a1d4-01889915559b&pd_rd_w=WeLll&pd_rd_wg=nhTZF&pf_rd_p=9d5c7dec-ad7e-424f-9792-7751bf0f49a3&pf_rd_r=TG6BNDT8E5BG6P6NB4PS&qid=1624050261&sr=1-3-a73d1c8c-2fd2-4f19-aa41-2df022bcb241-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzR09XT084NjY5RFhFJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNTAyMzc1MlVXREI3NVNBSTlETyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDAyMTAxMjgyQ041UzFYMkQ3UCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX3NlYXJjaF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Polyester-Backdrop-Photography-Washable-TEMLNAPL20G/dp/B07JVDDTG2/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=green+screen+fabric&qid=1624050383&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Sunnolimit-Tablecloth-Green-Square-Polyester-Resistant/dp/B076HG4N9D/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=green+tablecloth&qid=1624050464&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/2-Pack-Disposable-Plastic-Tablecloths-Covers/dp/B0116GBK46/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=green+tablecloth&qid=1624050464&sr=8-6
https://www.ponderingsfromafinch.com/single-post/2018/01/04/how-to-make-a-green-screen


X-ray Machine 

Invisibility Cloak 

Mountain Pose

Teleport

Puppets

Green Screen Ideas

https://www.instagram.com/p/B3Xe3_qluAY/


Extend musical concepts with real-life projects and 
compositions that are easy to share.

DAWs: Digital Audio Workstation



Practice song form by composing with loops
Play chord progressions on Smart Guitars
Sequence a beat
Compose a melodic ostinato

DAW Ideas

Record soundscapes
Compose a jingle

Build a synthesizer
Record a blues composition



Coding is a series of commands essentially telling 
the computer what to do. A first look at 
programming can be intimidating but really it's 
very similar to music notation in the sense that 
every note tells you what to do--the length, pitch, 
dynamic, and even style to play. 

MakeyMakey.com

Scratch.mit.edu

Coding

https://makeymakey.com/
https://scratch.mit.edu/


Makey Apps

https://makeymakey.com/blogs/how-to-instructions/apps-for-plug-and-play
https://makeymakey.com/blogs/how-to-instructions/apps-for-plug-and-play


STEAM TAKE-AWAYS
#BlairFinchProject

BREAK DOWN THE SILOS
Teach the whole child.
Collaborate with other 
subjects and experts.

ARTS ARE THE GLUE
Arts are connected 

to all subjects. 
Get kids creating 

and problem solving 
with art.

EMPOWERING LEARNERS
Give students voice & 
choice, let them ask 
questions and seek 
answers, have them 
connect with experts 

in the field, create and 
iterate, and 

own their learning.



Related Resources

PasstheBatonBook.com
#PasstheBatonBook

blairfinchproject.wixsite.com/samr
#BlairFinchProject

Youtube: Blair Finch Project

Buildingmusicalminds.com

https://www.daveburgessconsulting.com/books/pass-the-baton/
https://www.westmusic.com/music-books-resources/music-classroom-books-materials/resources-activities/874559
https://passthebatonbook.com/
https://blairfinchproject.wixsite.com/samr
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC603RJOTHTtBJ2irIrHbxPg/featured
https://www.buildingmusicalminds.com/
https://www.westmusic.com/music-books-resources/music-classroom-books-materials/resources-activities/full-steam-ahead-873101


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & 
images by Freepik and illustrations by Stories

@Singingfinch1
@Music_Room_253 
#PasstheBatonBook
www.ponderingsfromafinch.com 
www.passthebatonbook.com

@AbigailSBlair
@WestmoorMusic
www.buildingmusicalminds.com
Youtube:  Blair Finch Project

Let’s Connect!
#BlairFinchProject

https://twitter.com/Singingfinch1
https://twitter.com/Music_Room_253
http://www.ponderingsfromafinch.com
http://www.passthebatonbook.com
https://www.instagram.com/abigailbrekkeblair/
https://www.instagram.com/musicwestmoor/
http://www.buildingmusicalminds.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC603RJOTHTtBJ2irIrHbxPg/featured


http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

